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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 June 2005 . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that 
the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. As 
amended, claim 1 line 7 recites, "said second device does not comprise an operative gear." This 
claimed subject matter seems contradictory to what is disclosed in the written description. Pages 
5 and 6 of the written description state that the second device, which receives film from the first 
device, includes a gear 50 that is integrally molded to the take-up core. Figure 1 clearly 
illustrates this feature. Consequently, it is not clear how the applicant claims a take-up device 
that does not comprise and operative gear. Because of this confusion, prior art was not applied 
to claims 1-4. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hayashi (JP 
61053072 A) in view of Sakuta et al. (US 6,624,836). As shown in Figure 2, Hayashi teaches an 
ink film supply system, comprising, a supply core 17a having a first cylindrical end and a second 
cylindrical end, each of the ends having an exterior diameter. As shown in Figures 2 and 3 A, 
Hayashi teaches the supply core not comprising an operative gear. Figure 2 of Hayashi also 
teaches a take-up core 17b for taking up ink film from the supply core, the take-up core having a 
first end and a second end, and wherein each of the ends of the take-up core has an exterior 
diameter. Figure 2 of Hayashi further teaches the exterior diameter of the first end of the take-up 
core being essentially the same as the exterior diameter of the second end of the supply core, and 
the exterior diameter of the second end of the take-up core being essentially the same as the 
exterior diameter of the first end of the supply core, and a gear 21 on the second end of the take- 
up core. In fact, Hayashi teaches all the claimed structure except for the requirement for the 
supply core having an exterior diameter of the second cylindrical end to be greater than the 
exterior diameter of the first cylindrical end. Sakuta et al. teaches an ink film supply similar to 
that of Hayashi. Figure 1 of Sakuta et al. shows an ink film supply 1 1 having an exterior 
diameter of the second cylindrical end 14 being greater that the diameter of the first cylindrical 
end. To one of ordinary skill in the art, it would have been obvious to include in the invention of 
Hayashi, the diameter structure taught by Sakuta et al., in order to enable a user to easily align 
the ink film supply cassette in the printer or in the ink supply packaging container. 

With respect to claim 6, insofar as structure is recited the primary reference Hayashi 
teaches the claimed subject matter. Figure 3 A of Hayashi teaches the supply core comprising a 
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smooth cylindrical brake portion (shown generally at 20a) for frictionally contacting a brake 
gear. With respect to the requirement for a molded brake portion, the applicant should note that 
the method of forming the brake has no patentable weight in this apparatus claim. 

With respect to claim 7, as shown in Figure 3A, the primary reference Hayashi teaches 
the brake portion located between a main portion of the supply core and the first end of the 
supply core. 

With respect to claim 8, Figure 3 A of the primary reference Hayashi teaches the gear 21 
on the take-up core having a gear for meshing with a drive gear, such that rotation of the drive 
gear causes the take-up core to take up the ink film from the supply core. With respect to the 
requirement for a molded gear, the applicant should note that the method of forming the gear has 
no patentable weight in this apparatus claim. 

With respect to claim 9, Figure 3 A of the primary reference Hayashi teaches the second 
end of the take-up 17b being located between the gear and a main portion of the take-up core. 

5. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hayashi in view of 
Sakuta et al. as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of Lee et al. (US 5,548,368). As 
outlined above, Hayashi and Sakuta et al. teach all the claimed subject matter except for cores 
formed of hollow molded plastic. Lee et al. teaches an ink film supply spool that includes a 
hollow molded plastic core. (See column 3 line 66 to column 4 line 9). To one of ordinary skill 
in the art, it would have been obvious to include hollow molded plastic cores as taught by Lee et 
al., in the invention of Hayashi and Sakuta et al., in order to provide space for a film indicator, as 
taught in the abstract of Lee et al. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 17 and 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

Claim 17 is indicated as having allowable subject matter because the prior art of record 
does not teach or render obvious the total combination claimed, including a supply core 
comprising a smooth, cylindrical molded brake portion for frictionally contacting a brake gear, 
the brake portion located between a main portion of the supply core and the first end of the 
supply core, wherein the brake portion has a diameter larger than the diameter of the first end of 
the supply core. 

Claim 18 is indicated as having allowable subject matter because the prior art of record 
does not teach or render obvious the total combination claimed, including a supply core 
comprising a smooth, cylindrical molded brake portion for frictionally contacting a brake gear, 
the brake portion located between a main portion of the supply core and the first end of the 
supply core, wherein the brake portion has a diameter larger than a diameter of the main portion 
of the supply core. 

Response to Amendment 

7. The amendment and the remarks filed June 8, 2005 have been fully considered by the 
examiner. A new ground of rejection has been applied under Hayashi in view of Sakuta et al. 
Claim 9, which was previously indicated allowable, has now been rejected under Hayashi and 
Sakuta et al. Consequently, this action has been made non-final. 
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Conclusion 


8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Dave A. Ghatt whose telephone number is (571) 272-2165. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Mondays through Friday 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew H. Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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